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 Paying tribute to Martyr Birsa Munda on the occasion of 106th anniversary
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The Centre and its activities was then dedicated to the
memory of all our hero�s and comrades who gave their life
in post Independent India for the Jharkhand Movement. The
wives of two of the martyrs were welcomed to the office in
the  traditional way by washing of their feet and hand..
This was followed by the unveiling of the painting of
Birsa Munda (painted by Mr. Purnendu Mahato), who died on
this day 103 years ago when the British Rulers dared not
execute the judicial order to hang him and deliberately
kept him in the ward of cholera victims to die.  The wife
of martyr Lal Singh Munda Smt. Josphine Hamsay (Bandgaon/
Khunti) and Martyr Maheshwari Jamuda (Barkela,West
Singhbhum), installed a plaque inscripted with this resolve.
Lal Singh Munda was slaughtered on 1st November 1984 when
he protested against the construction of a Hindu temple on
tribal land in the forest village Bandgaon.  Maheshwari
Jamuda was shot and killed while he was on the threshing
floor during a police raid on the village.

At the Open Forum discussion of social activists and
intellectuals on this occasion, the Leader of the State
Assembly of Jharkhand, Shri. Stephen Marandi moderated
the discourses. Shri. Sanjay Basu Mallick, Associate Director
B.I.R.S.A – Forest Peoples Programme (FPP) spoke on the history
of Bindrai and Sindrai and the tribal movements of
Jharkhand. Smt. Josphine Hamsay, widows of martyr Lalsingh
Munda and wife of martyr Maheshwari Jamuda spoke about
their husband. Mr. Ratan Tirkey reported on the police
atrocities of 27th & 28th May in Ranchi, against the tribal�s
protesting the Primary Teachers Examination. He informed

Inaugural Functional of BIRSA MMC
On the occasion 103rd  martyrs day of Birsa Munda

9th June 2003

the gathering that the police physically harassed the
women with the barrel of their guns, of which he was a
witness and non�reporting of it in the press. Shri.Chandra
Bhushan Deogam (Convenor – Jharkhand Organization for
Human Rights JOHAR) spoke on the need to issue a petition
against this. Shri. Gulab Chandra from Mines Area
Coordination Committee (JMACC)  Bokaro, spoke on the mining
activities in his region, Shri. Manas Jena, Convener, Orissa
Mines Area People�s Action Network (OMAPAN), spoke on the
mining activities and their struggle in Orissa.

The Inaugural function was attended by� Mr. Souparna
Lahiri (Delhi Forum), Mr. Tarun Bose  & Suchiandran
(Chaturdisha, Delhi), Prof. Vinod Bhagat (Lohardaga), Mrs.
Rose Kerketta, Mr.P.N.S.Surin, Chairman, Horo Seva Samiti,
Ranchi; Nabin Mundu, Editor, Senya Senteng; Bina Stanis &
Gemma Mendes (Chotanagpur Adivasi Sewa Samiti) Hazaribagh;
Mr.Anish (Lok Swasthya Seva Kendra) Pakur; Mr. Praveer
Peter, (Abhivyakti) Shahibganj; R.S.S.Mani, BIRSA, and group
from Jamshedpur and Chaibasa.

Prof. Sanjay Basu Mullick

On the occasion of 106th anniversary of Birsa Munda Martyrs day, we paid tribute and our solidarity to the family
members who died in Kaling Nagar Massacres on 2nd January 2006. The theme of the seminar was �Jharkhand MovementJharkhand MovementJharkhand MovementJharkhand MovementJharkhand Movement
after Kalinga Nagar Massacres�.after Kalinga Nagar Massacres�.after Kalinga Nagar Massacres�.after Kalinga Nagar Massacres�.after Kalinga Nagar Massacres�. Peoples Movement of different mass organization shared their views on the present
ongoing movement against displacement. They felt need of youth  to come forward on this issue. The policy of State and
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Mr. Ratan Tirkey, Mr. Dev Kumar Dhan, Mr. Sushil Barla & Miss ShantiSawaiya  with family members of Kalinga Nagar martyrs

company are the root cause of
this plunder and are very
threat to our identity, our
natural resources, our Land etc.
So, there is no alternative, we
have to fight and save our
ancestral land and for this we
need to s trengthen ou r
organization. Mr. Dev Kumar
Dhan, Dr. Devsharan Bhaghat ,
Ratan Tirkey, Seerat Kachhap
Etwari Nag and activist of
different organization were
present during the discussion.

Mr Dev Kumar Dhan gave
certificate to the interns for
successfully completing one year
of interns training in BIRSA
MMC. At the end documentary film
� Janta CuJanta CuJanta CuJanta CuJanta Curfew�rfew�rfew�rfew�rfew� and �Not anNot anNot anNot anNot an
inch more of ouinch more of ouinch more of ouinch more of ouinch more of our landr landr landr landr land�  was
shown to the participant

MartyrMartyrMartyrMartyrMartyrs of Kalinga Nagars of Kalinga Nagars of Kalinga Nagars of Kalinga Nagars of Kalinga Nagar

Rongolal Mundia, Jonga Jarika,
Sudam Barla, Ram Gagrai, Ati
Jamuda, Bana Bodra, Diwgi Tirya,
Landu Jarika, Ramchandra



Dr. Rose Kerketta
Member of G.B B.I.R.S.A.

Mr.Stephen Marandi, Mr. Xavier Dias, Mr. Prbhakar Tirkey, Mr Mani & others

From left: Mr. Prem Prakash Minz, Mr. Seerat Kacchhap, Mr. Devsharan Bhaghat, Mr. Dev Kumar Dhan, Mr. Ratan Tirkey, Miss. Santi Sawaiya, Miss. Pani
Laguri & Etwari Nag



Prof.  Stephen MarandiJosphin Hamsay

Mr. Ramanand Oraon Mr. Narender Nagesia

Mr. Jetha MarandiMiss. Shanti Sawaiya



Family members of Koel- Karo martyrs

On the Footstep of Birsa Munda
9th June 2007

Photo exhibition on 107th martyrs day

A photo exhibition was held at Birsa Smadhi Sthal. Theme of the
exhibition was Peoples ongoing movements of Jharkhand. The main
aim of the exhibition was to highlights the resistance going on
against extractive industries and to assert the right to self�
determination of adivasis/dalits. The photographs also showed how
the different mass base organizations are struggling and adivasi/
dalit are being plundered. By this exhibition we also tried to focus
on the bad practices of the extractive industries, how have they
turned our rice fields into  poison pits. Photographs also showed
the rich culture of indigenous peoples.

9th June 2004

 9th June 2007

Name of martyrs
Sameer Dahanga
Lukas Guria
Soma Joshep Guria
Sunder Kandulna
Prabhu Shahay Kandulna
Sursen Guria
Boda Pahan
Jamal Khan



Tribute to martyr Birsa Munda
9th June 2004

Theme of the programme
‘’ Ownership rights over minerals”

We all gathered to commemorate the 104th year of the death anniversary of Martyr Birsa Munda and all those who gave
their lives for the jharkhand movement. we paid tribute to those who died in Koel Karo firing on 2nd February 2000 and
solidarity to the family members.

The programme started with the holy tribute to martyr Birsa Munda in our traditional way by offering paddy seed &
Sal leaf. Followed by honoring families members of martyrs of Koel Karo. Mr. Bandhu Tirkey spoke on the history of
Koel Karo movement. For the past 30 years peoples of Koel Karo were struggling against this Mega hydro electricity
project. As this project would have adversely affect the very self identity of the Indigenous Peoples, their livelihood
and culture. The peoples were uprising on their one single agenda that at any cost “we will not allow this mega project”.
On 2nd February 2000 in Tapkara when people were peacefully protesting, the state police in support of company opened
fire on them leaving eight person died.

Fr. Stan Swami

In the open forum seminar theme for the discussion
was “Ownership rights over minerals”. This was
chaired by Mr. Sushil Barla (Convener of JMACC)
key note address was given by Mr. Xavier Dias
(Co�Coordinator MMC). After that Mr. Filan Horo
from CASS reported on Coal mining area, Miss.
Sukanti Hembrom from JOHAR reported on Uranium
Mining, Mr. Birsigh Sinku Director of BIRSA
presented on Iron Ore Mining and Mr. Punit Minz
presented a report on the present situation of
Bauxite Mining.Mr. Ashim Roy of NTUI spoke about
the peoples expectation by this new Government
of Jharkhand. Mr. Stephen Marandi (MP) gave his
critic and clarification on all above discussion.
Vote of thanks was given by Mr. Seerat Kacchhap,
activist of Jharkhand. At the end Documentary
film PACHUARA �32 was shown to all participants.



Mr. Bandhu Tirkey (MLA)

Mr. Xavier Dias

9th June 2008



Stop Plunder, Start Negotiations
Xavier Dias

BirBirBirBirBirsa Munda Martyrsa Munda Martyrsa Munda Martyrsa Munda Martyrsa Munda Martyrs Days Days Days Days Day

This is the 104th year of the death anniversary of Saheed Birsa Munda.  We are gathered here to commemorate the
martyred Birsa Munda and all those who gave their lives for the Jharkhand Movement.  In particular we are gathered
here to remember those who died in the Koel Karo firing on 2nd February 2000, to pay our solidarity and respects to
their families and to question why they have not got justice to this day.

Who writes ouWho writes ouWho writes ouWho writes ouWho writes our Hisr Hisr Hisr Hisr History?tory?tory?tory?tory?

The history of Jharkhand has been told to us by the history books written during the past 200 years and from the
stories that have come to us by the oral tradition of our culture.  Those who wrote the books of history in turn got
their data from Government documents, Church records and recordings of people associated with the oral tradition of
these struggles.  In this way we know some recordings of the Santhal Hul that will be completing 150 years in 2005, of
the Ho Insurrection, of the Birsa Munda Ulgulaan of the Bindrai & Singrai Movement.

What is written in the history books is history, and the writing of these books too is history.  History is an open book
they say and so now let us take a look at our written history.  All the major works of the history of Jharkhand have
been written by Anthropologist, Missionaries, Colonial Administrators.  Men from these three fields have when writing
these books had their own compulsions including the limitation of the development of social sciences at their time,.  I
would like to make a critique of these presentations here.

We must credit the British colonialist  for having an separate policy to deal with the Indigenous Peoples' of India.
However their primary interest in these studies were not so much for the love of the Adivasis, but how to conquer the
Indigenous Peoples' and rule them.   The Missionaries had their own interest in these writings.  The expansion of
Christendom and  other pietic  intentions.  They did their jobs and we are fortunate for that, for we today have at least
some writings on the history of Jharkhand.  However let us not forget that the primary interest of these writers were
different from the  primary interest of the people of this region then.

EcoEcoEcoEcoEconnnnnomic Basis of Hisomic Basis of Hisomic Basis of Hisomic Basis of Hisomic Basis of History Igntory Igntory Igntory Igntory Ignoredoredoredoredored

Secondly, these histories were more anthropological, a science that was specially developed to support the process of
colonisation.  None of these studies were made on the basis of the economy of this region.  After a 200 yr history I
think it is time to look into this very vital aspect of studying histories.  The Economic possibilities of this region
was the primary motivating fact for the Brahminic, Mogul, Colonial and later Capitalist penetration into this region.
It was and is also the primary reason for expropriation of the resources of this region.

Memonto of Birsa Mumda  given to Sitaram Shastri by Josphin Hamsay & Rupi Oraon

Birsa Munda Martyrs Day
9th June 2008

On the 108th anniversary, honour was given to the families members of martyr's and who have sacrificed their lives by following
the footsteps of Birsa Munda, . The programme started with tribute to Martyr Birsa Munda and martyrs of Jharkhand in our
traditional way. Senior activist were also honoured on this occasion.
The chief guest of this programme was Mr. Sitaram Shastri who spoke how the industries have occupied our land in the name of
employment. He says that scope of agriculture in jharkhand is far much better then Panjab this is because of the water sources
in Jharkhand. He said that when the mining and industry came to Jharkhand they also brought outsiders. In open forum
discussion in second session the theme of the discussion was Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. For Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. For Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. For Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. For Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. Forging a new a new path.ging a new a new path.ging a new a new path.ging a new a new path.ging a new a new path.
The key note was presented by Mr.Xavier Dais.
Chief guest of the programme was Mr. Sitaram
Shastri, chief speaker was Prabhash Joshi, programme
was chaired by Dr.Ramdayal Munda, programme
moderated by Mr.Umesh Nazir. After key note,
moderator welcome the participants for their comments.
Mr.Deepak Das (from karanpura Bachao Sngharsh
samitti), Dr. Nirmal Minz, Adv. Mangal Soren,
Dr .Mukhad e v Sharma , Mr .Shash i Bhushan
Pathak(general secretary PUCL Jharkhand) Ms. Anita
Tudu(JJBA) and Mr.Arup Chatarji( former MLA Nirsa)
shared their views.

Chief speaker said we should not only remember
Birsa Munda and other martyrs but also follow
their footsteps. The thought behind formulating
the Grand Council of elders of Jharkhand was
appreciated by Prabhash Joshi but he felt that
there should more discussion on this matter, not
only in Jharkhand but also in neighboring state.
Dr. Ramdayal Munda chair person said the idea of
Grand Council is good but there should be more
discussion on the whole process. The future of the
indigenous peoples depends on our traditional
governance system. So there is a need to strengthen
our traditional system. The programme ended with
the vote of thanks given by Mr.Umesh Nazir.



For this reason the call given by Jharkhandi's Mines Area CoordinatioJharkhandi's Mines Area CoordinatioJharkhandi's Mines Area CoordinatioJharkhandi's Mines Area CoordinatioJharkhandi's Mines Area Coordination Committee J.A.M.A.C.n Committee J.A.M.A.C.n Committee J.A.M.A.C.n Committee J.A.M.A.C.n Committee J.A.M.A.C. for 'Owner'Owner'Owner'Owner'Ownershshshshshipipipipip
RigRigRigRigRights to Minerals'hts to Minerals'hts to Minerals'hts to Minerals'hts to Minerals' is a significant and timely step in the history of Jharkhand.  But before I come to this topic,
I would like to make a call to Jharkhand Intellectuals, Activist to start re writing the history if Jharkhand, building
on the written works from the past and reinterpreting history as they would like to see it.

Mining � PlundMining � PlundMining � PlundMining � PlundMining � Plunder � Massacreer � Massacreer � Massacreer � Massacreer � Massacre

If there is one common word that links all the Movements in Jharkhad during these 200 years, be it the Santhal Hul,
the Kol Insurrection, the Birsa Munda Ulgulan Movement, or the Koel Karo Movement of today, it is PLUNDER.  Plunder
of Jharkhand has benefited Capitalism.  What has it given to the people of Jharkhand? The Indigenous Peoples of
Jharkhand have been dispossessed, disempowered resulting in loss of livelihood, lower social and living standards,
identity and cultural degradation and a catastrophic health  situation resulting in, reduction of the bodies immunity
systems, decline in life expectancy, infantile mortality and a high death ratio.  These words are academic, and the only
word that can best describe the situation from the people's point of view is: MASSACRE.  Since few would like to admit
the reality, MASSACRE has never been used to describe the effects of Capitalism on Jharkhand.

Should such a sitShould such a sitShould such a sitShould such a sitShould such a situatiouatiouatiouatiouation con con con con continue? ntinue? ntinue? ntinue? ntinue?  Today with so many of us knowledgeable and with Jharkhand having so many
successful people's movements should we let this Plunder and Massacre to go on?

ThereThereThereThereTherefore what has to be dofore what has to be dofore what has to be dofore what has to be dofore what has to be done?ne?ne?ne?ne?

1 First and foremost the right to be heard and the need for dialogue.  A dialogue with the people through the
Traditional leaders/Mundas Mankis/Para Raja/ Majhi Parganhas etc or People's Organisations or through the Gram
Sabhas is important.

2 Second: Scrap the Land Requisition Act.  Till then it should never be used for acquiring lands for Mining or other
commercial purposes.  The Government of India and the States by using this Act for acquiring lands for commercial
purposes i.e. Mining, is demonstrating to the people that they are not only the first law breakers of this land, but that
they are cheating the people to favour Industry.  The Act permits the requisition of private land for public purposes
only and not for Commercial use.  Therefore they are using the power of the State and Judiciary to misinterpret this
Act and misuse it.

3 Right to Negotiate: The present Economic system is called 'Free Market' or 'Open Market' according to the WTO
treaty that our country is a partner to.  In a free market every one, the owners of minerals, lands, labour, etc have
a right to be free to participate in the Market.  You cannot tie the hands of some and then ask them to participate.  It
not just.  It is not fair.  Justice therefore demands that all are free to sell or not to sell, at prices they fix or at
bargains they get.  This is called negotiations.  Let the owners of the lands negotiate with the purchasers of the
minerals.

108th anniversary of our martyred Birsa Munda
Open Forum Discussions
Organised By B.I.R.S.A.
Ranchi - Jharkhand
8th June 2008

Crisis of governance in Jharkhand. Forging a new a new
path

Today we are amidst the memories and spirits of our
beloved martyrs Birsa Munda, Com. Gurudas Chatterjee and
Rana Munda. Birsa Munda fought the English rulers in
order to keep our lands in common ownership. Fearing a
rebellion, they could not execute his death sentence so
they transferred him to the cholera ward within the
Ranchi jail where he succumbed to the disease at the young
age of 25.

We are also sad that many who should have also been here
are not here. Some have died early, due to illness caused
by the hazards of being an activist. Others killed by the
State, the Mining Companies, the Contractors, the Mafia, or
by rival political parties.

The families of Com. Gurudas Chatterjee and Rana Munda
are here today. With them we also have members of the
families of some of our other martyrs and heroes. This is
a day powerful day for us all. Com. Gurudas Chatterjee
and Rana Munda are our new martyrs who in the footsteps
of Birsa Munda gave their lives to protect our people and
our land. If killing becomes a method to silence those who
seek justice and human rights then this is not a nation or
society ruled by human beings. All life for us people is
precious. For this reason, we do not want our people to

become martyrs. We want our people to become heroes and
victors. However, the choice is not in our hands. As long
as a class of minorities rule us, they will continue to
frighten us into silence.

We are all familiar with the saying "Ghar ka murgi,
dhal barabar" This is very true for us activist struggling
in Jharkand. We are so involved in our various struggles
that we sometime fail to see ourselves as makers of
history. We may fail to see that in this hall, sit a
people who are some of the greatest living fighters of
Jharkhand. Activist, intellectuals and professionals, who
have never stopped working for the dreams of a Jharkhand
Desum where there will be justice for all.

Today we are also amidst another great person. Sri Prabash
Joshi, a writer and journalist who has never compromised.
His presence here is a great inspiring for us. As the
media has now been corporatized, journalists are under
tremendous pressure to compromise with the interest of
industry.  Sri Prabash Joshi is the uncompromising loudest
voice in the media. Upholding the socialism and secularism
as engraved in our constitution.  Many of the great
people who are sitting here in this hall are people who
gave their early years struggling, supporting the
formation of the Jharkhand Party, then the JMM, then
AJSU, the JPC and at some time the IPF. Amidst such
stalwarts, I feel like a midget. This assembly of us all
in itself is a historical moment for Jharkhand.

Let us hope that by the end of this evening we are able
to put our heads together and look at the past, look at
our past involvements, learn from our mistakes and forge
a new path. This is the minimum we can do on the 108th

martyrdom of our great hero, visionary and revolutionary
–Vir Birsa Munda.



The rigThe rigThe rigThe rigThe right to negotiate as free peoht to negotiate as free peoht to negotiate as free peoht to negotiate as free peoht to negotiate as free people is what we mean by 'Ownerple is what we mean by 'Ownerple is what we mean by 'Ownerple is what we mean by 'Ownerple is what we mean by 'Ownershshshshship rigip rigip rigip rigip rights to minerals'.hts to minerals'.hts to minerals'.hts to minerals'.hts to minerals'.

When the World realised that forest were fast depleting and the world would have an oxygen problem, immediately World
Bank swung into action and Social Forestry was conceived.  They realised that without the Adivasis they could not save
the forest.  Similarly before it is too late they must realise that without the participation of the owners of the
minerals, there will be no electricity, no industrial development.

LoLoLoLoLong Road to RIGng Road to RIGng Road to RIGng Road to RIGng Road to RIGHTSHTSHTSHTSHTS

These demands are not going to be met easily.  We will have to fight for them.  The Zamindhari of Coal India, the Tata's,
the small scale mine owners and now the Multinational Companies coming in will have to end.  Those few who have
benefited have done so at the cost of the lives of the majority.

Ulgulaan ChaluakanaUlgulaan ChaluakanaUlgulaan ChaluakanaUlgulaan ChaluakanaUlgulaan Chaluakana

The people of Jharkhand and other mining regions are up in arms against this Plunder.  Mining Companies have been kept
at the gates of over a dozen areas by strong people's movements: Pachuwara, Kashapur, Langigar, Baduranga, Manoharpur.
The list is only increasing, not decreasing. Any Government or Political Party that ignores this fact will be causing
more harm to the people of Jharkhand.  They should be considered as anti�Jharkhandi.  The recent election results in
Jharkhand show that any party coming into power has got to listen to the people before acting or else face the prospects
of being seen as traitors in the eves of the majority.

I also have a message for those collecting levy from Mining Companies and thereby encouraging this Plunder.  Such
activity is not in the interest of the proletariat nor is it the road to Socialism.

True SuccessorTrue SuccessorTrue SuccessorTrue SuccessorTrue Successors of Birs of Birs of Birs of Birs of Birsa Mundasa Mundasa Mundasa Mundasa Munda

Ownership rights to our ancestral domain, is what our Martyrs from the Santhal Hul to the Koel Karo Movement have
faught for and defended.  This is what Birsa Munda faught for, this is what Sidu Kanu faught for, this is what Bindrai
Singrai Mankis faught for. It is very important for us today on this the 104th year of the martyrdom of Birsa Munda
and as we enter the 150th year of the Santhal Hul that we realise this connection and the need to continue their dreams.
Those who want to claim to be sons or daughters of Birsa Munda or Sidhu Kanu, should find a way of joining in this line
of history.  Merely having a Adivasi 'killi' or title or a caste certificate does not entitle you to this history.

Shrum ke loot Sab
se Katharnak nahi hoti

Police ke mar, sab se katarnak nahi hoti
Sabse Katharnak hota hai ak murda, shanti se mar jana

Subha kam pe jana, Samko ghar laut ana
Sabse khartanak hota hai, kisi ke Sapno ka mar jana

                                      Aftarz Singh Pashe

For fifty�three years, we all fought giving up the best
part of our lives and some of us giving our life and
blood for the creation of our own state of Jharkhand.
What did we get in return?

A State as bad or as corrupt as Bihar

We fought for a different kind of State, our slogans
described it:

"Kamane walla khaiga' 'lootnewalla jayage'.

And what did we get?

A government made up of Looteras.

On 14th November 2000 the day that the State of Jharkhand
was formed, Sanjayda called it a cultural victory for
the people of Jharkhand. He was cautious not to call it a
political or economic victory. In the past eight years, we
all see how correct he was.

Some of those who fought shoulder to shoulder with us,
with whom we went to jail., with whom we sang our
revolutionary songs with whom we shared the same thali
of rice gruel and haddia are today in the looteras camp.
They are now our 'sarkar'. But are they our sarkars? I
am sure that 90% of Jharkhandis will tell you that they
are not sarkers but dhokedars and looteras. They have
handed over the power that we had entrusted to them to
the very people we were fighting against for for whom
our martyrs gave their life.

The people of Jharkhand have always voted for
Jharkhandi parties.  If all the votes given to all our
Jharkhandi parties are counted together it amounts to
more than 60% of the total votes polled. Yet while we

voted for Jharkhandi parties our Jharkhandi parties
and our elected leaders in turn betray us by voting for
the looteras.

It is a shame on all of us that it was the BJP led NDA
government that moved the bill for a separate state in
the Parliament.

It is a shame on us that when the BJP wanted to withdraw
the bill at the last minute, it was only after the
Confederation of Indian Industries CII who put the pressure
on L K Advani to pass the bill on a separate Jharkhand
state.

It is a shame on us that the very first and the second
governments of Jharkhand were BJP led governments.

Again, it is a shame that the present government of
Jharkhand is led with the support of five independent
MLA's all rotten to the core.

It is a shame that this lame government is in power with
crutches provided by the Congress party.

A party the befooled Jaipal Singh,

A party responsible for most of the police slaughter
on our innocent people. Equal only to what the British
did.

It is a shame that of the three Chief Ministers that we
have had, two come from the sangh parivar ie

Babulal Marandi was and is still a member of the
RSS.

Madhu Kora the present CM was an activist of
Bagran Dhal. The criminal wing of the Sangh Parivar.
and



Birsingh Sinku Fr. Stan Swami

Ashim Roy (NTUI) Family members of Koel-Karo Martyrs

Arjun Munda a bootleggar JMM MLA turned BJP
crossover who put on khaki knickers and bowed in pranayam
before the photograph of the RSS founder before going
to the Rajbhawan to be sowrn in as a  Chief Minister.

This is the political side of the story the other side the
social or cultural side too is disgraceful.

For the first time in our history, we have more of our
Adivasi people as bureaucrats in government. More IAS
officers more iPS officers, more BDO's more CO's more
Public Prosecutors more lawyers more magistrates more
teachers and professors and even more civil society
organisations movements NGO's etc

Yet we have a State where the entire state machinery, the
legislature the administration and the judiciary are all
united to serve the interest of the looteras against the
interest of the common people.

This is the face of Jharkhand today. A dirty face. A face
of dallals. A face of traitors.

Let us not blame the politicians. The politicians are so
because we let them be so.

We the educated, we the intellectuals, we the professionals,
we the bureaucrats, we the social activists, we the religious
men who claim to believe in a god of justice.

If our parties and our political leaders and our government
has betrayed our people can we the social activist and
the social movement activist of Jharkhand betray them
too?

This is a question we all have to answer.

When we take on the responsibility to become a social
activist and when the people entrust a confidence in us
then we have to do all in our power to try to deliver to
them what we promise them. If your child is very ill and

a doctor comes to treat the child but instead of treating
the child the doctor calls you for a Seminar or a conference
or does everything but looking for a medicine for for
your child, what will you call this doctor? He is playing
games with the life of your child.

Well so are we social activist. We speak in the name of
displacement but we do not talk about efficient and
affective ways to guarantee our people that they will
never lose their land.

We become not only brokers but also dishonest
brokers.

If we have to criticise our corrupted elected representatives
or our corrupted bureaucracy or even talk of social
change then we have to also be critical of ourselves and
our lack of a political path to deliver to our people
what we promise them.

I first want to criticise the social activist. Because for
thirty�five years I have been one. Therefore, when I make
this criticism I too hang my head in shame.

To those who come from the creamy layer, I want to say
this. Jharkhand is the only region in India where the
creamy layer does not look at the back to help their
people. Take any place in India where the toiling communities
are fighting. Those among them who have climbed up also
look backwards to help their less fortunate brethren.
Take the DMK movement in TN where Pereyar inspired his
Dravidian community to fight Brahmanism. The DMK movement
succeeded because they had the backing of their creamy
layer. Take the Gujjar agitating at this very moment in
Rajasthan. Why are they able to bring the State and
Central government to its knees? It is because of the
backing of full backing of the creamy layer in their
community.



Besides former Magistrate P.N.S. Suren and Advocate
Chandrbushan Deogam is there any other bureaucrat who
has come out to support us? Where are all those brothers
of our who have benefited and become the creamy layer
today?

If you study all the police killings in Jharkhand at the
back of the police force sits an Adivasi magistrate, DSP,
SP, DC, or SDO. I can name the incidents and name those
officers if need be.

We are not asking them to come down on the battlefield
and take risks. We are asking them not to run away from
us and support our oppressors.

In 1978 we were bring out a fortnightly newspaper from
Chaibasa called SINGHBHUMI EKTA. We were selling it for
just Rs. 2. Today we are bring out ADHIKAR for the mining
communities, JOHAR SAKKAM a human rights bulletin, SARJOM
SAKKAM exclusively on forest issues and DESUM SAKKAM
exclusively on the land rights and CNT issue. I have
often our newspapers to some of our creamy layer brothers
and tried selling the papers to them. I am sorry and sad
to tell you that most often they are ready to take these
publications free. If I ask them to pay the Rs 2 or Rs 5
they withdraw. They who purchase alcohol in crates, who
own huge mansions, refuse to purchase our publications.
It is not because they cannot afford it but they do not
want to identify with us.

They are the people who want the CNT Act to be scrapped
so that they can sell their village lands, come, and live
in flats here in Ranchi or the metro cities.

They are the people who want more mines more industries
so that their educated sons and daughters can get the

jobs.

It is said that a tiger in the forest is dangerous, but
what do you call a hiding snake in your back yard?

I am saying all this not to belittle any individuals.
That is not the reason why I am using such harsh words.
I am saying this because there are certain social, economical,
political, or religious causes for this. There are certain
causes in the history of Jharkhand and the history of
the Indigenous people of the world where the creamy
layer instead of working for their own people go up to
become the agents of the rulers.

The ruling class does not want you to help your brethren.
You do not realise it but you become a pawn in their
hands and you are being used. If you realise that you are
an agent of the rulers the exploiters and you are
responsible for the plight of the toilers may be then
you will be in your own way supporting the social
movements.

When society watches how our own Adivasi leaders who
have become elected representatives who become ministers
and chief ministers are treating us with disrespect then
can we demand respect from the dominant classes? Let us
therefore put our house in order. Let us take action that
will keep our government and our leaders in control. If
we the social movements do not have political and economic
rights then let us use our cultural strengths. More
powerful than economic and political power is moral power.
Moral power is cultural power. If we have this cultural
strength then we can accomplish what we want.

When we see that our hero and trade union leader of our
toiling coal miners Com. Gurudas Chatterjee gets murdered
by coal mafia, when Rana Munda a young and dynamic
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leader of JOHAR  is beaten to death with hockey sticks,
when the Tata Co. uses explosives to kill thirteen of our
brothers and sisters and maim 42 others when a High
Court judge tells the court to kill more Adivasis and
come back to me and I will give you bail,  when L K
Advani can come here and call a rival politician as an
'Asur' or demon, when we all especially the creamy layer
stays silent we are creating the athmosphere for our
oppressors to perpetuate their

Jharkhand desum has a legacy of strong social and
political movements. We have a legacy of fighting to
protect our dignity, we have a legacy of martyrs who
have given their life for us. We have in Jharkhand the
most dedicated social and political activist a movement
can have. It is this group that is keeping the flame of
this history alive. By not giving an inch of land we
have kept over fifty mining companies and industry waiting
at our village gates. We have brought them to their
knees. Companies like to Tata company who sat on horse
back and whipped our people from their lands in what is
today known as Sakchi in Jamshedpur.

Yesterday the Karnataka elections were held in the district
of Bellary, its biggest mining district, the Election
commission confiscated about 16 crores in cash and about
10 crores in licquor being distributed by the mining
companies. This is what happens when there is no opposition
to these companies. They control the local politics. They
become the new mafia. In Jharkhand they are gradually
getting strengthened. We have got to keep them out.

We therefore cannot leave such a history in the hands of
people who can sell us overnight.

If our politics is rotten, if our economics is corrupt then
let us remember what Sanjayda said on 14th November
2000, we have the strength of our cultural. However,
culture is not culture if you minus the politics or economics.
Culture is influenced or made by politics and economics.
If the Adivasis of jharkahand have a rich culture it is
because they had a rich land with bio�diversity and
because they were the best protectors or managers of this
rich diversity. Not destroying it but enriching it. It is
this respect for life and nature that is the root of the
rich Adivasi culture.

While culture is made by politics and economics the reverse
is also true. Culture can be used to challenge the economics
and politics of the day. But it is also true that culture
if recognised and used well can change or redirect the
course of politics and economics.

'Kamane wala Kahega' 'lootne walla jayega' 'Antrarashtra
mazdoor ek ho' 'Khaneej hamara hai' 'Hum is jameen ka
malik hai' 'mera beti nahi banega rejja' 'ek inch jameen
be nahee' 'Bayeabu renga robong sorkar'

These are our slogans that have grown from our movements.
These are economic and political demands than in turn
become our cultural expressions. As they touch the heart
of all our struggling people they bring about mass
consciousness. These slogans then go to transform our
people into a strong militant resistance movement. This
interaction of politics economics and culture go to make
our social movement.

This culture is our biggest strength. We can use it or
waste it. We can use it to challenge the power of the
political and the economical. Our cultural strength is a

105th Birsa Munda Martyrs Day
9th June 2005

Theme of the programme

�����Challenges of Hul Resistance
in context of present Jharkhand�

After Independence, in 1985 Indigenous peoples of Banjhi in Santal
Pargana gave their lives fighting against feudalism and money lenders.
15 died, 7 were gun down and 8 were killed by sharp weapon. Brief
background was given by Mr. Tom Kawala. We honored Churki Murmu and
Lukhi Murmu the family members of the martyrs on 105th Birsa Sahid
Day. The programme was held in SDC Ranchi and they were the chief
guest.

The chief speaker of this programme was Mr. Sitaram Shastri elder
activist of Jharkhand. He spoke about the identity of Jharkhandi
peoples by predicting that in next comimig 20 years jharkhand will be
there but no Jharkhandi. In 19th centaury the indigenous peoples of
Australia has finished. In shake of national development plunder is
going on. The history of Jharkhand is the history of resistance against
the plunder. It is the time to think weather this Jharkhand is ours? Are
we the owners of this Jharkhand? This can only happen if we have
command over our resources. Prof. Stephen Marandi said that politics is
necessary but social movement is more important. Prof. Malanch Ghosh
spoke about women issues. Senior human right activist Fr. Stan Swami
stressed on movement lead by traditional leadership. He also spoke on
violation of human right issue in jharkhand. On this occasion one year
training certificate given to interns Sobha Rani Kullu, Ranjeeta Surin,
Surender Tikey, Litu Minz and Simon Hansda. Programme was chaired by
Dr. Rose Kerketta, moderator Ranjeeta Surin and Sukanti Hembrom. Shobha
Rani Kullu welcome the participants and vote of thanks was given by Mr.
Sirat kacchhap.

Intern Surender Tirkey receiving certificate from Dr.
Rose Kerketta

From left speaker: Devsharan Bhaghat, Seerat Kacchhap,
Philan Horo & Xavier Dias

                                                  9th June 2005



moral strength, which becomes our social strength. The Santal Hul, the Ulgulan etc were powered by our social and
cultural strength not the strength of weapons or the powers that come from the rulers. Therefore our social strength
and our moral strength can become more powerful than the political and economic combined strength.

Let us try to see if we can use our social, cultural and moral strengths to make them into a militant movement to
challenge the crisis of governance in Jharkhand. If we are successfully it will bring a new hope for our people.

Xavier Dias
June 08

History of Plunder
&

The Future of Jharkhand
HisHisHisHisHistory of Plundtory of Plundtory of Plundtory of Plundtory of Plundererererer

The Santals are one of the largest population of Adivasis
(Indigenous Peoples) in the World.  Their habitations
originally spread along the lower Ganges River, the belts
of the Damodhar and the Subarnarekha rivers and their
tributaries. Even today it extends into Bangla Desh and
Nepal.

Before the arrival of the colonisers we know that the
Santals like all the other Adivasis were living in what
should be considered one of the best governed Nations in
the World. They had established a democracy from below
known as the Majhihadom system of administration where
the Majhi was the head person of a village the Majhi�
Pargana of a group of Majhis and the Desum�Parganas as
the head of all the Parganas that formed the Great
Council of the Santal Nation (Desom). These values are
however not Santal specific but are prevalent among all
the Adivasi communities of the Indian peninsular.

The British first come to India in search of trade.  They
came as traders with the initial aim of supplying goods
to the British for export to England. On seeing the Santals
as simple people they started looting from them. The
dalals from traders became looters. They established an
efficient network that became the arms and wings of the
British who depended on it as vital arteries supplying
cheap material for export to England. It is through the
dalals that the Santal Nation was brought under the
control of the British Ran and its economy.

The Adivasis of the Indian Peninsula practice a different
economy.  It is their unique economy that is the basis of

a unique social and political system that they have.

In the Adivasi economy there is no surplus production.
What does this mean?  It means that a family, a village
the society produces as much as they can consume or need
and not more.  To understand it better; there is no place
for profit in their trading.  This means that the motive
of trade is exchange of the value of the goods and not
for profit.  In fact in the Adivasi value system profit is
evil.  In Santali it means hadayaw, in Ho�Mundari it is
jumbuie.  Their actual meaning is 'asking for more than
you have'.  Anthropologist call such societies as primitive
which is incorrect and derogative we must call such
societies as non�profit trading societies.

In contrast to this the only aim of the invaders economy
was profit where it is deified (Laxmi) and worshiped.
Those who cannot understand the superiority of a non�
profit trading society consider it simple or idiotic.  But
the few who do understand them, consider it a noble
economic system. The inability of the 'civilised' world
to comprehend this is so poor that just the concept is
called �utopian; which means it is so 'ideal' that it can
never be achieved.  For this reason when Karl Marx
wrote his critique of capitalism he spoke of the post�
capitalist society as a Socialist society and is to this
day criticised and attacked as utopian or impossible.

The economy and way of life which had kept them as a
happy and contended people for more than a thousand
years started dwindling.  It resulted in dispossession
(land alienation) and a destruction of their self sufficient
economy.  Land alienation led to impoverishment and
forced them to the doors of the money lenders, land
grabbers and extortionist. Indebtedness became hereditary

It was a dark period of pain, suffering and death.  On
the other hand for the invaders the same period was a



On 9th June 2008 photo exhibition was organized at Birsa Munda
Samadhi Sthal. The theme was “Land, Territory, Resources and
Cultural heritage of the Indigenous peoples.”

'shining' one. The British became rulers of the World and
the looters became respectable gentlemen.  From the Adivasi
point of view there was no difference between the two.
They saw both as their predators.

The Santals may be simple people but not of the kind
known as idiots.  Their genius had development to a much
higher level where sovereignty was not necessarily
territorial and where the human spirit was above
geographical boarders.  This high thinking could not
accept a rule by another people.  By the first quarter of
the 19th century resistance, revolts and uprisings against
the British and their dalals were spreading all over.  The
British could not control the situation. On 30th June
1855, a large number of Santals assembled in a field in
Bhognadih village presently in the district of Pakur
earlier known as Santal Paragana affirmed their position
as a free people and pledged war against the British
rule.  This war erupted with successful battles in different
places at different times and is what we are remembering
today.

Most historians do not consider it a war but a revolt.
If they accept it as a war then they will have to accept
the fact that it was more revolutionary than the 'call'
of 'Quit India' of the Congress Party (1942) and the fact
that it was made eighty seven years before most of the
Congress leaders were even born..  Santal Hul was executed
with a heavy price; more than 25,000 Santals slaughtered.
It should also be noted that a century before the Santal
Hul there were numerous revolts against the British by
different Adivasi groups.

History depends on when it was written and who the
writes is.  We are thus conditioned to remember this day
as 'Sidu Kanu' Day.  It will be a grave injustice to our
history if we accept this conditioning.

Not on the orders of Sidu,

not on the order of Kanu,

this is my war

that is why I am going into it.

If a non�profit society is incomprehensible to the civilised
world how do we explain to them the concept of knowledge
and information being democratic.  In the Adivasi societies
knowledge and information is not only a right but is
egalitarian, it is spread equally within each and every
member of the community. Such a society does not need
leaders.  It is led by a mass conscious collective will.
Even in this technocratic world of electronic networks
this fact will also be incomprehensible.  Therefore the
other fact that supports my argument on the leadership
question is that the Majhihadam system was the only
system of administration and governance that the Santals
have and hence there could not have been any other
parallel 'political organisation' with distinct leaders.
If this is correct then it was the Majhihadam system
that executed the logistics of the war.  The Majhihadam
system is not a leader based system but a collective
system and goes by consensus and not the rule of the
leader netagiri.

On the other hand it is the Ruling Class who needs us to
have netas.  When ever we have an agitation against the
administration or Mining Company the first question the
Babus asks the agitators is Who is your leader?  Netas
play an important role in civil societies as they negotiate
on behalf of the public.  Civil society thrives on
representative arbitration.  But the actual reason why
the Ruling Class likes netas is that it gives them a
handle to hold the dissenting group.  A neta can be
purchased or can play a double dalal. For the ruling
class an organisation without a neta is like a hunter



Activist from Orissa  during  photo exhibition

surrounded by a thousand lions.

There is another very important fact of this history.An
English officer later wrote about the war and said he
regretted the fact that they were unaware of the fact
that the Santals Force did not know about the 'white
flag of surrender'.  Whether the Santals wanted to surrender
is a question that history has to unravel but what this
illustrates is a fact that our ancestors were and we are
today a victim of Rules and Laws made by our Rulers.
Rules of war were made by the British Army and the
Santal Nation was not a party to these rules.

We all know that the Ruling Class makes rules and laws
not to apply justice but to continue their rule to
expropriate from us. And was the system then in 1855 and
continues today 2005 for 150 yrs.

The FutThe FutThe FutThe FutThe Futuuuuure of Jharkhandre of Jharkhandre of Jharkhandre of Jharkhandre of Jharkhand

Such was the system in 1855 and continues for 150 years.

For the past 250 years the Adivasis of Jharkhand have
been a victim to the diku system of statutory laws. The
diku system of legal statutes is totally opposite to the
Adivasi system.   Writing on paper had no value in the
Adivasi system The Adivasi System believes in the word of
mount, it is simple understood by each and every person
in the community including woman and children and sometimes
even the domesticated animals.  It is democratically well
spread within the community.

The Diku system is hidden in a web of words it is
complicated, framed in such a way that only the courts
understand it. Sometimes even the courts go through decades
to understand it and give a judgement.  By making something
more complex and complicated it means that the intention
is not for every one to know it.  If the Government want
the public to know something they make it simple.  Like
the family planning programme or pulse polio programme.

It was launched with just one or two slogans.  Therefore the
intention of the present legal system is to keep it out of
reach of the common people.

 After 250 years of legislation, we are just learning the
legal system.  Some of our activists have studied the
Constitution and the laws that affect us especially the
Tenancy Acts and the Land Acquisition Act.   Still this
knowledge is limited to a few of us, most of our people do
not know the law, and are at the mercy of others to gain
access to the legal system.

This means that we have taken 250 years to have some
understanding of the 'British and Independent Indian
Statutory domain' and suddenly we now learn that we also
come under some other Rules.  They are: the World Bank
Policies and Conditionalties, the World Trade Organisation
Rules and Gatt Rules.

Our Experience of these new Rules shows that they are not to
bring justice to us but to extract more of our resources.  In
East Parej of Hazaribagh, CASS studied the Rules and went
by the book but in the end they did not get justice.

In the WTO Rules we are totally ignorant.  For example all
our minerals can now be taken away from us with out us even
knowing about it. In the WB Rules 'user pays' you will be
charged for any use of water from your tube well, or you
will have to pay a fee for burning a chula of coal or wood
because of carbon emissions.  Or in the new Clean Defence
Mechanism CDM business, if we give our land for companies or
the government to plant trees that absorb carbon, the land
too in effect will belong to them.  How many of us have
studied these laws?

For the past 200 years our minerals were being looted.  But
it can be considered was being done at a slow space e.g. in
Kiriburu or Megahattuburu or Noamundi it took more than
50 years to take the minerals from just the tip of the
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mountain.  Now we will see our mountains disappear for
the kind of technologies the Mining companies will bring
can take away a whole mountain in less than ten years.

Mining we are told is for our development and is going to
get us jobs and remove poverty.  How far is this true?

Let us just take the Santal population who have given
the maximum lands for industrial purposes.  Today the
Santal population is 10 million or one crore.  There are
less than 50,000 Santals employed in the Mines and the
relevant Industries.  This means that half a percent is
are engaged by this industry that is taking our precious
minerals. Here we are not calculating over 20 lakhs Santals
alone who have been evicted from their livelihood, lost
their lands and villages and forest for just the Coal
Mines & Industry.

We are told that Mining has been the engine stimulating
growth to development.  The example given is the
development of the USA, Canada and Australia.

In the US the side effects of mineral development has
caused: locally low incomes, high unemployment and poverty
that continue to this day.  The Eastern Coast of US where
mining was done in the past century is called the rust
belt.  Despite this it cannot be said that mining did not
pay a role in the development of the US.  Mining in these
countries was linked to an overall transformation in
business and financial organisations education research
and knowledge development human capital accumulation
and infrastructure expansion.  It was strengthened by
well developed and stable political institution and
respected the rule of law markets.  Most important is the
fact that during the development of these nations their
economies were protected by trade barriers.

The above conditions are not present in Jharkhand
therefore if we apply the same medicine to Jharkhand it

will not work.  It may turn out into a poison instead. On
the other hand Mining has a destructive potential on the
ecology and social strata.  If Mining does not develop a
region it can cause permanent damage to the region, leaving
behind social conflict, impoverished communities, exhausted
landscape, polluted water sources and keep the region
permanently poor.

On the other hand a study of the exports of these countries
in the past century shows that it was their forest and
agriculture development and export of forest and
agriculture resources and products that was the engine
of their growth.  The next item was the manufacturing
sector.  For over 100 years these countries exported
manufactured goods that comprised of more than 60�70%
of their exports.  Raw mineral exports were less than 6%.
The other main export of especially the US was Defence
equipment.  Thus it was Forest Products, Agriculture
products, manufactured goods and Arms that were the
engine of growth of these countries and not mineral based.

Now compare this with Jharkhand.  Over 80% of the
export of Jharkhand is Minerals.  The next big item we
export is money.  We have a very high saving ratio in
Jharkhand. Our government's policy is sell our minerals
for development and irradiation of poverty.  The opposite
is going to happen.  If we sell our minerals at the rate
that globalisation demands then we will be actually
selling our future chances of having a developed future.
This is a very serious situation.

On the other hand if 80% of our exports are forest and
agricultural produce our rate of development will be
faster, it will give employment to many, and we will still
have our minerals for our own infrastructure in the
future.

The last point I want to make is on the decline of Peoples
Movements in the past ten years.



Here too we are moving into dangerous grounds.  Jharkhand
is loosing its militancy and history of movements.  I do
not  blame the people of Jharkhand for this.  I feel that
the leadership has been co�opted into the NGO phenomenon.
We are no longer known by the movements we come from
but from the Donor agency who funds us.

The last point I would like to make is the poor quality of
Adivasi leadership.  We see that the Adivasi elites are
moving into NGO activities.  They have no ideological
position nor connected with Jharkhand history.  Some of
them have a personal identity crisis and it is from this
situation that they manufacture different theories.  We
should find a platform to debate these theories and trash
them out or else we will be diverted from the real issues
of our people and  betray the glorious history of
Jharkhand. Seerat Kacchhap

Addressing the Seminar

Tiril Tirya
Paying Tribute to
Martyr Birsa Munda

Mashi Jama
Paying Tribute to
Martyr Birsa Munda



Why a Grand Council?Why a Grand Council?Why a Grand Council?Why a Grand Council?Why a Grand Council?
If I can stand here today as the General Secretary  of
JMACC together with the leaders and members of our other
mass organisations it is because we have had a history
behind us. If we have had the success of keeping the mining
companies and the industries at our gate, it is because of
this history behind us. My dear elders, brothers and sisters
we have JOHAR the first human rights organisation in
Jharkhand. The formation of JOHAR gave a new dimension
to our Jharkhand movement in the eighties. When we were
called a secessionist a anti�national a ultra movement,
when just using the work Jharkhand could get you imprisoned
it was JOHAR that redefined our movement and projected it
as a human rights cause. This silenced our opponents. If we
have JJBA today we have a new forest Act giving land

pattas to those of our people who dwell in forest areas. We
have a huge number of women and children, our traditional
chieftains backing this movement. Besides these two
movements, we have very strong Women�s, Children�s, labour,
health movements today in Jharkand. We do not see their
impact because the vested interest want to keep us divided
and also in the shadow. More so if we have all these
movements it is because of the sacrifice made by our elders
our seniors and all those who gave their lives to keep us
in this position of strength. In his keynote address, Xavier
has described the crisis of governance in Jharkhand. He
has also spoken about using our social cultural and moral
strengths to challenge the exploitative political and
economic plight we all are in.

You have brought us to this position of strength we are in
today. Most of us in the movements are junior to you. We are
learning from you. From the good you have done as well as
from the lessons that you have been teaching us. We are
taking the torch from you. We seek your blessings.

We have seen our recent history after independence. After
each movement we had we got our leaders elected to the
State Assembly as well as Lok Sabha. What happened?
Overnight they were

co�opted into the system. Instead of become our gaddars
they became the gaddars of the ruling class. Instead of
working for us they worked against us. This cycle continues
with ever party with every elected representative. We may
send the best of our people to the assembly or the parliament
and they become the worst amongst us. Once a person gets
political power, he starts to grow a tail. Why does this
happen? Is it just a question of corruption? Is that elected
representative only to blame? This betrayal is not only

Punit Minz General Secretary JMACC
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taking place in Jharkand. It is taking place in all assemblies
and in the parliament. In a democracy when Judiciary, the
Administration and our elected representatives all conspire
to work for the interest of the minority ruling class,
there must be some compelling force within the corridors
of power that de�humanizes and converts our good leaders
into dallals. Until we answer this question and find the
causes I do not think that we can continue sending our
good leaders to the Assembly. At the same time parliament
and the assemblies are the structures of our democratic
foundation that our constitution has given us. Therefore,
we cannot ignore them or stay away from them. If we
ignore these structures then the ruling class will get a
walk over. It will only make our exploiters more powerful.
We have got to seek new and innovative options to build up
a control mechanism. We have got to retain our space in
this battle. We have got to find a way out of this mess. If
our old path has not succeeded it does not mean that a new
one will not succeed. We have got to seek a new path. For
some years all our organisations have been working to
strengthen the system of our traditional administration.
Besides reviving these sacred institutions that were in
danger of fading out, we have also learnt a lot from them.
How did they function? How did they respond to social
crisis? How did they work within the particular Adivasi
family and with other clans? We have learnt that at times
of a crisis they sat in council. If it was a local problem
within the clan the chieftains of that clan sat. If it was
a problem between clan it was the chieftains of all the
concerned clans sitting in council. And if all the clans
were under attack from outsiders then all the clan sat
together to deal with the situation. Many of us are made
to think that it was a Siddu Kanu movement or a Birsa
Munda movement. We think so because it was the dikku who

wrote our history applied a dikku measure to understand
us. The dikku measure is to think of social movements as
movements of leaders or individuals. This is not true with
us. All our movements were movements of all our people.
Individual leaders acted on the instructions of the council.
It is important to understand the difference because if we
do not then we will not be able to understand one of the
most powerful institutions of our ancestors. If it was
powerful and successful, then it could also be possible that
we could consider some aspects or methods for dealing with
our social problems today.

One of the most important and powerful methord of our
traditional administration system was the mechanism of
�Sitting in Council�. Elders come together to sit and decide
together what is to be done. There was no King or President
or Prime Minister or parliament to give us this institution.
It was an institution that our ancestors created. Therefore
the institution of sitting in council if reformed and
applied today may also work. We have to decide this and
let me say as with our ancestors who made it work we too
can make it work.

After much discussions within our organisations we are
proposing to install a �Grand Council of Elders of Jharkhand
Homeland�. This Grand Council �GC� will on behalf of the
people of Jharkhand act as a moral authority over the
governance of the State. It will comprise of our traditional
Chieftains, Social and Political activist, TU leaders,
Journalist, Advocates, Intellectuals, Artist, Sports people
and Writers. They will have to earn their seat on this
Council from the people through a pilgrimage that will
take them to every block of the state. The council will not
have a leader and will speak in one voice. The GC will work
according to the code of conduct and rules.

Mr. Ashwini Kumar Pankaj


